CHAPTER 12
Controlling Influences
The Privilege of Living. To be or not to be, that is the
question; and one that baby cannot decide for himself. The
privilege of being—of what inestimable and priceless value!
It is only the utmost extremity of despair that has ever made
the human soul to wish, even for a moment, that he had "never
been born." The "struggle for existence," so tenaciously carried
on, is seldom given up while life lasts, so desired a blessing it is
just to be. It is as well perhaps that it is not left entirely to
human judgment just what baby shall be or just when he shall
be born.
In this ease-accustomed and ease-loving age, there are fewer
and still fewer who would choose to take upon themselves the
burden and responsibility of many children. One, perhaps two,
possibly three, are the number of children chosen in homes where
the automobile, the commercial laundry, the vacuum cleaner,
the bakeshop, and many labor-saving devices make life very
easy, as far as actual living and home keeping are concerned.
Quality rather than quantity, they say. But we fail to see in the
smaller families of to-day better quality than seems to have
come from the larger families of a generation or two ago. We
still find enough instances of splendid quality in the occasional
large family to raise the question as to just how this thing is
working out after all
Propagation Among the Unfit. There are the unfit who
should not propagate; there are the sick who cannot with safety
to themselves or to their offspring. There are times when social
conditions make child bearing a tragedy. Certainly there is a
place for birth limitation, for what is called birth control. But
we must leave to the doctor and to the social worker the prob-
lem of these* Our message is not for them.
Aim of the Founders of the Home* Much depends upon
the viewpoint of the founders of any home. If they are making
a home simply that they may have an easy and pleasurable ex-
istence, that they may live in the present with little thought
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